
Instructions for Using the Hawaiian Flowering Plants Checklist (October 2008) 
 

 The Hawaiian Flowering Plants Checklist is an authority file of names of recognized native 
and naturalized angiosperm, gymnosperm, and pteridophyte taxa in the Hawaiian Islands. The 
file is maintained as a Microsoft Access database in the Department of Natural Sciences/Botany, 
Bernice P. Bishop Museum. The foundation for this checklist is the Manual of the Flowering Plants 
of Hawai‘i (Wagner et al. 1990, 1999), and it is updated annually to incorporate newly published 
island and state records, nomenclatural changes, and newly described native taxa. Many of the 
additions are garnered from the annual Bishop Museum publication series, Records of the Hawaii 
Biological Survey. Additions of new island or state records are based on published sources 
supported by voucher specimens; not included are citations based on sight records or casual 
observations, or on unpublished checklists or manuscripts. For the same reason, pending 
nomenclatural or taxonomic changes or soon-to-be-described taxa are excluded. Proposed 
additions or changes to the checklist are reviewed by staff botanists before inclusion. The file 
does not include any synonyms or cross-referencing of names. This update is through October 
2008. 
 This hard-copy version of the checklist is divided into two parts: one covers the eight main 
Hawaiian Islands (including Ka‘ula Rock and Lehua Island); the second covers the Northwestern 
Hawaiian Islands. Within each part, dicots are listed first, followed by gymnosperms, monocots, 
and pteridophytes. A nested alphabetic arrangement is followed within each group—family, 
genus, species, and infraspecies. Abbreviations of author names follows Brummitt and Powell 
(1992). Legend codes for island names and status are located below and at the foot of each page. 
Contact C. Imada at cimada@bishopmuseum.org with any questions or updates. 
 
Status 
end = endemic, occurring only in the Hawaiian Islands 
end? = possibly endemic, or possibly conspecific with a species found elsewhere 
ind = indigenous, occurring naturally here but also elsewhere in the world 
ind? = probably indigenous, but possibly introduced here by man 
nat = naturalized, introduced by man and now established and maintaining or spreading their 
populations by vegetative or sexual means 
nat? = probably naturalized, but possibly indigenous or a Polynesian introduction 
pol = Polynesian introduction (intentional or unintentional) 
pol? =possibly a Polynesian introduction, or perhaps introduced in historical times (nat) 
? = species not confirmed to be truly naturalized, incl. present-day adventive and escaped plants, 
and historical collections not recently vouchered 
 
Island Abbreviations 
Main Hawaiian Islands: Kl=Ka‘ula Rock; Le=Lehua; Ni=Ni‘ihau; K=Kaua‘i; O=O‘ahu; 
Mo=Moloka‘i; L=Lana‘i; M=Maui; Ka=Kaho‘olawe; H=Hawai‘i 
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands: Ku=Kure; Mi=Midway; PH=Pearl & Hermes; Li=Lisianski; 
La=Laysan; GP=Gardner Pinnacles; FF=French Frigate Shoals; Ne=Necker; N=Nihoa 
 
Citations 
A notation in the “Citation” column indicates that the record has been updated since publication 
of the Manual, and could represent anything from a new island distribution to a name change or 
a new taxon. The citation number is cross-referenced to an alphabetical list (by author) of 
bibliographic citations found at the end of this checklist. In most cases, the specific page number 
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for the reference (the number following the colon) is included to aid quick access to 
information.  
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