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Bishop Museum

 Department of Anthropology

Archaeological Destructive Sampling Agreement 

Policy Statement and Authorization Form
Requests for loan of material from the Bishop Museum Archaeological Collections for destructive sampling (including but not limited to DNA and other molecular studies, destructive morphological studies, etc.) follow the loan policies of the Bishop Museum with additional protocol specified below.
The Archaeological Collections of the Anthropology Department are maintained with the goal of balancing preservation of the artifacts for future generations, while supporting scientific research.  While every effort will be made to accommodate researchers’ requests, decisions concerning requests for destructive sampling of collections are made on a case-by-case basis.
No material may be removed from specimens without prior consent of the Collections Manager or an appropriate member of the curatorial staff.  Permission for removal of material is contingent upon adherence to the destructive sampling policy.
Please read this policy statement carefully, complete the agreement and attach it to your loan request form.

I. 1. Requests for destructive analysis must include:
a. Objectives of the project and its potential scientific value.

b. Sources of material and justification for why samples are needed from the Bishop Museum collection.
c. Nature of material needed, including sampling area of the artifact and technique, number of samples per archaeological site and layer (include BM artifact/bag number if known).

d. Specifics about the choice of technique are required. In all instances non-destructive and minimally invasive techniques are preferred over more destructive ones that require large portions of an artifact. The researcher must adequately justify their choice of method. The Loan Review Committee is more likely to grant permission if the researcher has already utilized minimally destructive techniques and can illustrate the more destructive techniques are absolutely required.

e. Qualifications of the investigator(s) to perform the laboratory work.
2. A curriculum vitae which includes a full list of publications and reprints of published research using the techniques to be applied.
3. Loans are not made to graduate students. Such loans will be made only to the student’s major advisor or qualified supervising staff member of that institution.  If the primary investigator is a graduate student, we require that the analysis be conducted under the direction and close supervision of someone with a strong and successful history of this type of destructive analysis.  Submit a letter from such an advisor supporting the research, corroborating the need for museum material, and stating his/her full involvement in the project.  This letter is to be accompanied by the advisor’s curriculum vitae and reprints of published research involving the analysis technique to be applied  in the current project.
II. Artifacts may not be removed from type collections, historically significant collections, or from artifacts that are represented in the Department of Anthropology by less than three (3) collections, except in rare instances, and then only by appropriate staff members.
III. Requests for destructive analysis should not include unique samples in any given site’s collection. Requests should be prepared with the knowledge that the Loan Review Committee is much more likely to grant permission if the artifacts involved are also not rare specimens in the site’s collection.
IV. Damage to the artifacts must be minimized.  Wherever possible, samples should be taken from artifacts already in fragments and from obscured portions of the artifact. Researchers will be asked to undertake proper post-analysis treatment to stabilize the artifacts or make them aesthetically whole.
V. Each specimen must be annotated with a label indicating the material removed, the nature of the study, the researcher’s name and institutional affiliation, and the date.  The Department of Anthropology should be cited in any resulting publication, a copy of which should be sent to the Collections Manager.
VI. The researcher must return to Bishop Museum any unused removed materials or products remaining after investigation for archiving and future research.

VII. If any DNA sequence data derived from these specimens should be deposited in GenBank (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/GenBank/index.html), the accession numbers should be provided to the Department of Anthropology and/or included on the annotation. Ensure that any sequences are accompanied by the appropriate BP catalog and artifact number.
VIII. For large or complicated requests of material, researchers will be encouraged to come to Bishop Museum, using their own funds, and select artifacts and specimens themselves.  Specimens will be selected and set aside by the researcher; removal of material will be made with supervision and approval of appropriate staff.  Not only does this reduce the work required of the curatorial staff, but it allows the investigator to make more precise selections. Researchers will be billed for the Collection Manager’s time in processing of the destructive analysis requests after a one hour grace period. 
IX. Archaeological materials are supplied with no warranty of any kind.
I have read the above destructive analysis regulations and agree to adhere 
to these policies.
Printed Name of Research Investigator

Signature                                                                                                         Date

Printed Name of Institution
For Graduate Students:
Printed Name of Major Advisor or Supervising Staff Member

Signature                                                                                                         Date

Printed Name of Institution

Archaeology Collections Manager

Department of Anthropology

Bishop Museum

1525 Bernice Street

Honolulu, HI  96817-2704

U.S.A.

TEL: 808.843.7608

FAX: 808.848.4132
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